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THE FRENCH KINGDOM OF JERUSALEM 



BY ALFRED EMERSON 



No less than three spokesmen of high position in and 
under the British Government have abandoned the reserve 
which combatant nations commonly and rightly maintain 
about their intended disposals of their conquests as long as 
a fight is on, with reference to Palestine. In the words of 
the Foreign Secretary, Mr. Balfour, " the Government 
views with favor the establishment of Palestine as a national 
home for the Jewish people, and will use its best efforts for 
the facilitation of this object." Now, the British Govern- 
ment is not given to quixotic fireworks. It means what it 
says. And it must have given the amplest consideration to 
the problem of what it ought to do, could do and would do, 
why, how, where and when, with the support of its own 
people and of its Allies reasonably assured, before reaching 
this momentous decision. It must be extraordinarily con- 
fident not only of the complete victory of its armed forces 
in that quarter of the world, but of an early triumph in 
the heart of Judea, to publish its purpose thus broadcast 
when its troops only stood at the gates of Palestine. 

At this writing the advance of a British army from 
Egypt across the repellent Sinai peninsula, and its succes- 
sive occupations of Gaza, Ascalon and Joppa have brought 
General Allenby's outposts to within four miles of Jerusa- 
lem, where they have halted to bring up their reinforcements 
and a siege-train. Already the press mouthpieces of the 
German Government are laying all the stress they can on 
the poor fortification of Jerusalem, and upon its very insig- 
nificant strategic and economic value. But even they cannot 
gainsay the prodigious retentissement that England's prob- 
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able early seizure of the Holy City is bound to have in the 
Moslem, Jewish and Christian world, whether a Christian 
Te Deum be sung in the mosque of Omar on Christmas 
Day, 1917, or not. Certainly the native population of Judea 
and Syria, Arab, Syrian, Greek, Jew and Roman Catholic, 
has nothing but the harshest oppression to thank its Ottoman 
rulers and their German advisers for, and will quickly learn 
to regard the surrender of county by county to the Franks 
as a happy deliverance. 

Altogether, the present moment would be a unique one 
for America to launch a naval and military expedition at 
Antioch and the contiguous region of north Syria. Failing 
this decisive secondage, England's unaided and fairly rapid 
successes in Palestine foreshadow the slower Allied conquest 
of all Syria even so, before which no serious campaign across 
Anatolia overland can be contemplated after Russia's mili- 
tary collapse. In any case, the impending fall of Jerusalem 
lifts England's two fronts in Asia Minor into sharp promi- 
nence, and it will inevitably lend much force to the long un- 
accountably disfavored plan of hitting the enemy hardest 
wherever he is the weakest. In other words, their victory at 
Jerusalem may persuade the western nations to conduct 
their offensives in eastern Europe and in Asia Minor in 
earnest. Their contrary course heretofore is responsible for 
their worst collective disasters both east and west. 

We are widely familiar with the story and the glory of 
Solomon's capital in ancient times; not so with its fortunes 
under the Roman Empires West and East, under its Moslem 
caliphs and sultans, and under their western adversaries the 
Crusaders. My discussion of the last phase of its medieval 
history is suggested by the reflection that no chapter of the 
Holy Land's experience is fraught with better lessons for 
public men observing its wretched present and solicitous for 
its happier future to remember than Europe's former great 
effort to embody Syria in the family of Christendom. 

The great dream of the Crusaders found its earthly 
embodiment in the Christian principalities of the Near East. 
And it remains a live tradition to this day on account of 
them. 

Have a Venetian boatman sail you to the Armenian 
island monastery of San Lazzaro in the lagoon, and a poly- 
glot monk will show you the sword of Leo V de Lusignan, 
" our last king," among its historic relics. And likely enough 
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a flash of his dark eyes, under their quiet lids, will betray 
his undying hope that Armenia shall yet obey a king of her 
own again. Who shall say that living memories play a 
weaker part than the pronunciamentos of a Lloyd George 
and a Prince Lvoff, to quicken the pulses of the Christian 
Orient? 

The political ideals of the Levantine Jew and Christian 
are retrospective. What does the downtrodden rayah of 
Hither Asia know of Westminster and Washington, or of 
the Russian Duma? Nothing at all. His thought is for 
the yield of his few stony acres and of his sunsmitten olive 
orchard. If any other picture haunts his hour of rest at 
the unyoking of his dwarfed oxen, it carries a vision of the 
splendor of Solomon's court, or some regretful notion of the 
age when the ruined shrine on the headland, where his wife 
lights a nightly flame to St. Simeon and St. Nicholas, was 
undismantled. 

Of the First Crusade, most of us remember little more 
than Peter the Hermit's magnetic appeals for the rescue of 
the Holy Sepulcher and the taking of the cross by the 
chivalry of the West, followed by the surrender of Antioch 
and Jerusalem to the Latin armies under Godfrey of 
Bouillon in 1098-9. Next, we recall Saladin's reconquest 
of the Holy City ninety years later, and maybe his trial 
of swords with King Richard, to dismiss the topic with some 
indefinite notion of the Templars' tussle with a king of 
France at Paris, about A. D. 1300. Yet it was surely no 
small achievement on the front of the Frankish Crusaders 
to establish and organize the principality of Antioch and 
two great earldoms of Edessa and Tripoli in Syria all in a 
single year, adding a Frankish kingdom of Jerusalem the 
next, and to complete this coordinated political edifice about 
one century later with two further semi-French kingdoms 
of Cyprus and of Lesser Armenia, in the same section of 
the Near East. 

Gregory VII had made an imaginary appeal for 50,000 
Christian knights to deliver the Holy Sepulcher. Urban 
II, a French pope, attacked the problem in earnest with the 
Council of Clermont in the heart of France, in 1095. The 
eloquent monk of Picardy who led a hare-brained vanguard 
of inadequate semi-combatants to perish along the roads of 
Asia Minor in the spring of 1096, before feudal France 
had emerged from " the conversational stage " of arming as 



THE FRENCH KINGDOM OF JERUSALEM 43 

to war, is a mere incident of the campaign. The king of 
France's brother Hugh and Robert of Normandy headed 
the real army. Other langue d'oil princes like Baldwin of 
Flanders and his brother Godfrey, duke of Lower Lorraine, 
had German followers mixed with French. Two Norman 
princes of southern Italy, Bohemund and Tancred, crossed 
the Adriatic with a corps part Norman and part native 
Italian. 

Both Latin and Norman knights-errant subscribed to 
England's motto, The meek shall inherit the earth; tve are 
the meek, long before modern spreaders of Britain's empire 
made it theirs. And the Crusaders were out to establish 
the kingdom of God upon earth, with themselves in the role 
of His vice-gerents. The army of the Crusaders reached 
Syria 300,000 strong. 1 Bohemund was acknowledged heredi- 
tary prince of Antioch after the fall of that stronghold, and 
Baldwin of Flanders ensconced himself Count of Edessa in 
the Syrian hinterland ; his territory straddled the Euphrates. 
Not to be utterly outshone by these practical northlings, 
Raymond of Provence, the gentle mystic, occupied and 
maintained a vast earldom of Tripoli, with its seat of gov- 
ernment fronted on the sea, between the borders of Antioch 
and Judea. All this before Jerusalem was even assailed! 

The geographical and political advantages of Antioch 
indubitably fitted that city to become a seat of empire once 
more, far better than Jerusalem. But the glamor that hovers 
on Mount Zion drew the ranks of the Crusaders to Canaan 
like a pillar of cloud and fire. Siege was laid to the city of 
David soon after the reduction of Antioch. The Saracens 
defended it fiercely. But Godfrey of Bouillon, that true 
Christian knight, stormed its ramparts on July 15th, 1099, at 
the head of twenty thousand. Its conquerors waded lanes 
of blood that splashed to their horses' knees, to kneel in trans- 
ports of devotion at the tomb of the Redeemer — 

Whose sad face on the cross sees only this, 
After the passion of a thousand years. 

A Christian successor of King David must now be 
crowned in the Mosque of Omar on Mount Zion, the edifice 
in which the simple faith of the times hastened to recognize 

•Seven rallies from the west In a century, and other recruits, more than 
compensate the subsequent shrinkage of this initial force. 
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the authentic temple of Solomon. We may catch a glimpse 
of its cupola, revamped alia romana, in the Sposalizios of 
Perugino and Raphael. 

The only valid obstacles to the election of Godfrey were 
political. Rome's panacea for the Holy Land was a papal 
vice-royalty in the form of a temporal and spiritual 
patriarchate. There must be no king where Christ trod. 
On the other hand, all the chiefs of the First Crusade 
had done homage to the Greek Emperor at Constanti- 
nople, who wanted no regnum in regno. Under these condi- 
tions, the casting vote rested with the Frankish barons and 
chivalry who were Godfrey's rivals. A species of feudal re- 
public with a weak overlord was more to their mind than a 
compact monarchy; and they got it. Their diet elected God- 
frey of Lorraine Advocate of the Holy Sepulcher and cap- 
tain of its armies, with the scantiest other prerogatives and 
advantages of presidency. One may cite his wilfully un- 
heraldic arms among them: argent, a cross or. Metal on 
metal is contrary to the rules of blazonry, so that anyone 
noticing this irregular escutcheon was compelled to inquire 
who bore it. 

Moreover, none of the Defender's vassals owed their fiefs 
to his favor. Every first-comer strong enough to seize and 
hold one had already helped himself to a county or a barony, 
or to a potential manor, during the advance southward. 
Thus, the Holy City and its suburbs must perforce be its 
ruler's only direct domain, with a refractory commons and 
clergy to abridge even that! 

Godfrey enjoyed his precarious precedence only one 
year. His deathbed indication of his brother Baldwin of 
Edessa as the best man to succeed him prevailed, and Bald- 
win, an ambitious, masterful spirit, was no sooner elected 
king instead of Advocate, than he had himself anointed and 
claimed the homage of his fellow-princes of Syria! The 
notion of heredity, the idea of a monarchy by the grace of 
God, and a new title of overlordship from the southern slopes 
of Mount Taurus north of Antioch to Mount Sinai and the 
Red Sea had already vitiated the original plan of an elective 
lord-protectorate. The exception swiftly becomes a rule: 
Baldwin II was able to pass the crown of Jerusalem to his 
daughter Melisenda, who leaves it to a child of seven sum- 
mers. William of Tyre writes of this third Baldwin's coro- 
nation in 1144, how " they had a knight carry him to the 
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Temple in his arms because he was little, but would be no 
lower than they; the knight was a big man and tall." 

The Frankish kingdom remained a loose federation fully 
sixty years from its erection in 1100. The crown could not 
pass an assize, or coerce a great nobleman, without the sanc- 
tion of an oligarchical high court composed of four major 
and twelve minor vassals. 1 The Frankish war-lord was, 
however, the real captain of a fighting outpost of Christen- 
dom, whose very law of being comported no enduring peace 
with the infidel. The atabegs of Damascus and Mosul, and 
the caliphs of Bagdad and Cairo were little minded to brook 
the pretensions of an aggressive United States of the Levant. 
Their armies broke into the Holy Land once and again. 
Baldwin I added the old Phoenician seaports St. John 
d'Acre, Sidon and Beirut to his realm by conquest, and 
attempted an invasion of Egypt. King Amaury I con- 
quered Ascalon; but the County of Edessa went under. 
Saladin of Damascus was to overrun the French kingdom 
and retake Jerusalem itself in 1187. Sultan Bibars the 
Mameluke worsted the Christian army at Gaza with a 
slaughter of ten thousand in 1244. One hundred thousand 
Christians perished in a massacre at Sidon, quite worthy 
of our own century. 

What manner of army did king and constable command? 

Antioch and Tripoli were bound to support the royal 
host, as it was called, by an instant mobilization of one hun- 
dred knights bannerets each. The County of Edessa, while 
it lasted, owed five hundred lances. The noble fiefs of Judea 
furnished 577 knights, with their retinues, and its churches 
and townspeople had to produce 5,025 sergeants with their 
pelotons. Add the voluntary levies of the militant orders of 
the Hospital of St. John and of the Temple, whose grand- 
masters ended by housing up to one thousand seasoned and 
well-disciplined troopers in a single fort. 2 The Teutonic 
Knights, whose Castle Montf ort towers in Galilee like a stone 
sentry from the Rhine, were a later development. Recourse 
was had also to native and foreign mercenaries, who received 
good pay. The native element thus added to the host 
includes the Christian populations of Syria, and the admi- 
rable infantry that could be made of the toil-stout Armenians 
of the north-east country. The foreign embraces Greeks of 

1 Madelln, La Syrie Franque. Revue des Deux Mondes, March, 1917. 
' Rey, Etude tur I'architecture militaire det Croitit. Paris, 1871. 
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the diaspora, Italian archers, and a motley crew of Euro- 
pean adventurers. Thus recruited, the united host of the 
Holy Sepulcher might reach 40,000 men-at-arms. 

If the prestige of the crown remained insufficient after 
Amaury's conversion of his oligarchical high court into some- 
thing like a real parliament, we must lay the fault to the 
narrow limits of its direct dominion, to the arid climate and 
the spare soil of Palestine. Even within the kingdom, Jeru- 
salem might reasonably envy sea-faring Tripoli its forests 
on Mount Lebanon, and Antioch's signal advantages. For 
a sturdier native race and a shrewder breed of conquerors 
made the enterprise of state-building a safer gamble in that 
quarter than any prince of Jerusalem ever found it, to say 
nothing of Antioch's ample area and other resources. Our 
modern magicians of empire will do well to remember this. 

Did I say shrewder breed? Your Norman is a realist. 
There were soap factories at Antioch. So a modern painter 
of the historical scenes that our nineteenth century parents 
loved would be no arrant falsifier, if he painted a knot of 
hard-headed Antiochene monks and squires trading meadows, 
horses and cattle over cups of hard cider at a heavy deal 
table, under the cross-vaulting of a Gothic cloister, with 
nothing but a Californian flora in the yard to betray the 
southern latitude of Capharda or of Maira-La Maire. Not 
to be outdone by their Norman allies, the Franks were build- 
ing breweries at Jerusalem. But in the long run the East 
gave more than it took. The same Frankish enterprise 
established sugar refineries at Tyre, and coaxed golden vin- 
tages of Cyprus to ripen on shoots brought from Jericho. 
We know that the culture of the peach and the apricot, of 
the almond, of the lemon-tree, the citrus and the orange, of 
the carnation and the garden rose reached Europe by way 
of Syria. 

The Norman and Frankish junkers and clergy left the 
secondary industries and trades to the colonial bourgeoisie 
and to the native element. The presence of three bodies of 
natives occupying an inferior position, Jews, Moslems and 
Christians, and of many varieties of aliens, did much, in 
Syria, to soften the antagonisms between the nobles and the 
commons. And there was another social bridge. Many men 
of low rank fought their way up to knighthood in Palestine, 
just as their betters fought and intrigued their advancement 
to prouder privileges. Syria and Palestine became, in fact, 
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the promised land of medieval Europe, much as portions 
of America became the old world's Eldorado four centuries 
later. 

For the rest, if one might measure a commonwealth's 
activity by the conspicuousness and bustle of its trade, in- 
stead of its raw volume, any medieval center of industry 
must have looked livelier than one of our own ports or 
factory towns, and infinitely more human. Think of one 
hundred galleons dropping anchor at Joppa in a single 
day, as compared to one Messageries steamship. What 
are twelve twenty-ton freight cars to twelve hundred camels? 
The spirit of Ruskin would have revelled in Franco-Syria's 
steamless handicrafts. Four thousand looms at Tripoli pro- 
duced plain, watered and pattern silks. Five hundred Jew- 
ish families conducted its famous dye-works. Show me the 
western dyes that will endure like the yellow and crimson 
of a couple of saddle-blankets I once found in an Arab 
bazar, and let hang three years on curtain rods, exposed to 
fierce afternoon suns, without being able to distinguish any 
fade on either side of them. 

The rapid passing of religious fanaticism with the rulers 
of the Christian East deserves attention. The pogrom 
spirit had been rampant enough at first. Peter the Hermit 
and the author of the Chanson d'Antioche held a soldier of 
the Cross in poor esteem if he was not a glutton for " meat 
of Turks." But the sons and nephews of their ogreish 
heroes mated with schismatic Greek and Armenian prin- 
cesses, and some of their grandsons resisted the long dark 
lashes of an infidel daughter of Arabia very feebly or not 
at all! Presently, too, like all good colony builders from 
Rameses the Great to our own War Department, the 
Christian princes of the East bethought themselves to enroll 
the very natives they came to massacre in their own army, 
by creating a turbaned Moslem cavalry and infantry. These 
infidels battled for the Cross like tigers on many a hard 
field. Worse and worse, Latin princes and knights began 
to strut in the flowing muslins and silks of the Orient, wear- 
ing jewelled scimitars of Damascus steel, aigretted turbans 
and tum-up shoes of Cordovan morocco. A coin of Antioch 
displays the usual Byzantine bust of Christ with a halo. 
. . . Reverse, a bearded prince in flowing Syrian dress, 
with the Greek legend The great emir Tankredos! For 
all that, the foundations of the new culture remained French, 
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not eastern. Tyre has a Gothic cathedral. Extant Gothic 
arcades still struggle to frame the old market square at Jeru- 
salem. Strongholds of western design like Castles Beau- 
fort and Montreal on the slopes of cedared Lebanon, and 
Chateau Blanche-Garde, commanding the roads to Egypt 
between Jerusalem and Ascalon, studded Palestine by 
hundreds. 

The transmission of the Christian thrones of the Levant 
in the female line adds a touch of romance to the genealogies 
of Outre-Mer. 1 King Amaury's two daughters Sibyl and 
Isabel were queens of Jerusalem in their own right, and 
were able to convey its elective crown to four husbands. 
Queen Isabel's daughter Mary, a child of twelve, reigns 
alone until at seventeen she weds John of Brienne, who 
becomes king of Jerusalem and, later, emperor-regent of 
the Roman Empire East. Their daughter Isabel, another 
child-queen, bestowed her hand and her sadly impaired king- 
dom on that picturesque west-easterly dreamer Frederick 
II of the Hohenstaufens, King of Sicily and Emperor of 
the West. We know by an imperial lip that his kingly 
spirit has often walked with Kaiser Wilhelm of the Hohen- 
zollerns, beckoning him ever and anon, no doubt, to perform 
that fateful pilgrimage of his to Jerusalem. 

Frederick's eastern exploit was rather neat for a royal 
crusader laboring under the handicap of a papal excommuni- 
cation: he persuaded the sultan of Egypt to retrocede the 
Holy Cities of Jerusalem and Bethlehem and Nazareth to 
himself and God and Isabel, planted his feet in shining 
armor on Mount Zion, proclaimed Judea a free country, and 
returned to Europe. His wife's subjects had the spirit to 
declare the Emperor escheat of the crown which he had 
lifted from the altar in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher 
without benefit of clergy, in favor of Alice of Cyprus, whose 
great-grandsons John and Henry II de Lusignan will be 
the last heirs to both kingdoms. 

The dying Latin state of the mainland loses its last foot- 
hold at Tyre on the 13th of July, A. D. 1291. The only 
aggressive Crusaders we shall descry henceforth are the 
German Knights of the Sword and of the Teutonic Order, 
whose bloody conquest of Slavonic Prussia has brought 
Europe unto this last. 

1 Mas-Latrie, Tr4sor de chronologie, etc. Paris, 1889. Du Cange, Les families 
d'Outre-Mer. Paris, 1869. Encycl. Britannica, s. v. Crusades. 
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Instead of echoing the lament of Christendom at 
Saladin's conquest of Jerusalem city and citadel, one hun- 
dred years before their definitive surrender to Islam — as 
Walter Mapes found words to voice it in his diary of the 
smart set's club meetings at the court of King Henry II 
of England, promoter of the Third Crusade — let us take 
a brave, soldierly look at the world's present stress and 
storm, and the way out. For its political problem in the 
Near East is going to be the same that confronted the 
Crusaders. 

Is there to be a criminal slump to that contemptible 
pis-aller of helpless diplomats, the status quo ante helium? 
No national rescues, no penalties of folly paid, no recon- 
struction, no revivals, no births of new freedom, no ventures 
in statecraft? There is one heroic, war-transfigured nation 
that will endure no such cowardice, thank Godl The voice 
of twenty empires and republics has already proclaimed the 
verdict of history. The sentence on Germany's case, or 
rather on its dearth of a case, can safely be left to the justice 
and mercy of regenerate France. 

The righteous reconstruction of the Crusaders' empire 
presents a knottier problem, on account of its badly shuf- 
fled creeds, languages and nationalities. Let them be un- 
shuffled, then. A solution that ignores these vital realities, 
or the fearful economic, political and social backwardness 
of the whole Levant, after its three and a half to six centuries 
of Turkish misrule, can only prove harmful and sterile. 

Here the big lesson of history seems to be the lesson 
of the Crusader kingdoms : not a f ormulist liberty that is a 
sister-german to anarchy, but a reign of justice; not a sense- 
less equality, but a liberal coordination of live factors; not 
a vaporous, unreal fraternity of the human species male and 
female, but a marshalling of clans and creeds; and above 
all a vitalization of resources under Occidental tutelage. 
Nor is it in vain that all the governments the Orient has 
given birth to have worn a feudal or a dynastic color, com- 
monly both. Egypt under British control is a re-organized 
Pharaonic kingdom, and rightly so. You cannot make 
republicans of bees. Napoleon, who knew his Orient, would 
have dismissed the internationalization of Palestine (a plan 
which the Allies are said to have been discussing in deadly 
earnest) as rank imbecility. 

Otherwise, the fair sorting out on the map of five occu- 

vol. ccvu. — no. 746 4 
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pant nationalities is no desperate enterprise; for any race 
will cluster where land, labor, a fair deal and a flag of its 
own beckon. Lord Bryce admits in a recent letter that 
London has determined to oust the Ottoman tyranny from 
Mount Sinai to the slopes of Mount Taurus north of Alex- 
andretta. General Murray, the captain of Britain's legions 
in Judea, has acknowledged his conversion to the Zionist 
idea on geographical grounds. Mr. Lloyd George is not 
far from espousing it constructively. Who builds Utopias 
with heads of their caliber is no dilettante. East and West 
do meet in the Beni-Israel, whose name is legion. The 
Hebrews deserve more than a refuge in Palestine. Princess 
Iolanda of Savoy would make them a pretty queen. I mean 
this suggestion seriously. And albeit no larger than Ver- 
mont and New Hampshire, the storied lands from Sinai to 
Hermon are an enviable kingdom, with room for a score 
of earldoms. King Solomon himself in all his glory did not 
rule Tyre and Sidon. 

From this north, a revived kingdom of Syria should per- 
haps include both Tripoli and inland Antioch, once the chief 
city of the eastern world. Let Mohammedan emirs at 
Edessa, Aleppo and Horns be persuaded to bow to the 
suzerainty of a French house reigning at Antioch, with a 
duke of Tripoli. Palmyra the unforgotten, and white 
Damascus of the million date-palms, bear a kindred rela- 
tion to the proposed kingdom of Palestine, where sites like 
Tyre and Sidon also fairly prompt not only their costly 
material improvement, but their political erection into free 
ports and city-republics, those best nurses of civic liberty. 

The spacious vilayet of Adana with its mountain rear- 
barrier, over against Cyprus, is practically identical with 
the Lusignan kingdom of Lesser Armenia. Its restoration 
would provide a happy outlet for Armenian enterprise, and 
the princely house of Lusignan is not extinct. 

Lastly, memories of the Latin rulers who governed the 
island for close upon four hundred years carry the tourist's 
mind and heart back to Middle Age and Renaissance glories 
of Cyprus, wherever he roams on that pearl of the Midland 
Sea, from his landfalls at Famagosta and Limasol up to 
The Queen's Garden at gusty Buffavento. Wasn't it there 
that Desdemona let fall her fated handkerchief? Unless 
England forgets her present devotion to the rights of small 
nations, it is the destiny of Cyprus to revert to Greece. 
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In the matter of federation, the political future of the 
Levant ought to be largely modelled on the Swiss and North 
American republics, leaving other features of a progressive 
regional self-government to be perfected hereafter without 
violating the gradualness of natural evolutions everywhere 
and always. But it is wholly unnecessary to inflict all the 
queer blossoms of our modern democratic statecraft on popu- 
lations whose ideas still find their more natural expression 
in terms of a fairytale. 

Alfred Emerson. 



